food is limited, and predator abundance is high. The feeding preference of sesarmid crabs for mangrove leaves with different conditions or from different mangrove species also has been reported from the laboratory and the field research. For example, sesarmid crabs in China prefer leaves of Kandelia candel over those of Bruguiera gymnorrhiza and Aegiceras corniculatum.
Leaf characteristics such as C / N ratio, tannin, water and crude fiber contents determine the feeding preferences. Generally, sesarmid crabs prefer decomposed leaves, ascribed to the decreased tannin content and C / N ratio, and increases in water during leaf decomposition. It also has been suggested that crabs need to consume more decomposed leaves to obtain adequate C and N since they have lower C and N assimilation rates from those leaves. Feeding preferences have been more often demonstrated in laboratory studies while some field studies have revealed a lack of selective feeding of different mangrove species. This is probably due to the environmental stresses in field like predation, limited feeding time, and limited food availability. The ability of sesarmid crabs to remove leaf litter has been studied frequently in the past decades, and crabs have been shown to consume a large proportion of annual leaf fall production, far in excess of the local production in some mangrove forests. The ability of crabs to remove litter seems to be stronger in tropical areas than in subtropical or warm temperate areas. In subtropical areas like China, removal of leaf litter is affected by temperature and showed significant seasonal variation. Not only sesarmid crabs but some snails ( e.g. Terebralia palustris) and ocypodoid / grapsid crabs ( e.g.
Helograpsus haswellianus
and Ucides cordatus) also have been reported to consume mangrove leaves. Direct grazing of leaf litter by crabs accounts for a small proportion of leaf litter removed from mangrove floor in China, while the stocking of leaves in crab burrows for later consumption is the key way by which leaf litter is retained in the ecosystem, preventing tidal export. Through shredding and grazing of leaf litter, crabs also initiate and enhance the breakdown of mangrove detritus and recycling of nutrients. Sesarmid crabs also have been found to graze mangrove propagules and seeds, thus play a critical role in determining seedling recruitment and vegetation regeneration. It also has been suggested that the predation preference on some non鄄dominant mangrove species regulates their distribution with the vegetation community. The feeding ecology of sesarmid crabs and its involvement of in mangrove restoration, their retention of C and nutrients in mangrove soils and predation of seeds / propagulse are worthy further studies. [86] ,而 
